Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 VIENTI0I53I I90456Z 
ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI EA-IO ISO-00 OMB-OI EB-08 AID-05 10-13 
TRSE-00 ACDA-I2 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-OI INR-07 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 /108 W 

053745 192112Z/46 

R 190330Z NOV 77 
PM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8722 
INEO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY BERT, IN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

CONPIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 1531 

E.O. 11652XGDS-1,4 

TAGS: EAID, PROP, LA, GW, VM, GE 

SUBJECT: WEST GERMAN-LAO RELATIONS 

1 . A WEST GERMAN DIPLOMAT TOLD US NOVEMBER 18 THAT CONSIDER- 
ATION OP NEW WEST GERMAN AID TO THE LPDR HAS COME TO A STAND- 
STILL OVER LAO REFUSAL TO SIGN A BILATERAL AID DOCUMENT POR 
"IDEOLOGICAL" REASONS. 

2. THE DIPLOMAT SAID THAT THE WEST GERMAN GOVERNMENT REQUIRES 
WEST GERMAN AID RECIPIENT NATIONS TO SIGN A BILATERAL AGREEMENT 
THAT MAKES REPERENCE TO THE STATE OP "THE PEDERAL REPUBLIC OP 
GERMANY AND WEST BERLIN", INDICATING THAT THE CITY IS A PART OP 
THE WEST GERMAN STATE. IN 1976, THE LPDR GOVERNMENT SIGNED THIS 
DOCUMENT. IN MID-1977, HOWEVER, THE LPDR INFORMED THE WEST 
GERMAN GOVERNMENT THAT IT POUND THIS LANGUAGE UNACCEPTABLE FOR 
"IDEOLOGICAL REASONS". 

3. THE DIPLOMAT SAID THAT WHILE THE WEST GERMAN GOVERNMENT WAS 
CONSIDERING REMOVING THE PASSAGE REGARDING BERLIN PROM ITS 
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STANDARD AID AGREEMENT TEXT, IT DID NOT WANT SO SMALL A NATION 
AS THE LPDR TO BE THE PIRST "SOCIALIST" STATE TO BREAK THE 
PRECEDENT OP SIGNING. HE NOTED THAT THE SRV ALSO HAD REPUSED TO 
SIGN THE AGREEMENT. 

4. THE WEST GERMANS ARE STILL ANGRY OVER WHAT THEY CONSIDERED 
TO BE HIGHLY OPPENSIVE LANGUAGE IN THE LPDR-GDR JOINT DECLAR- 
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ATION PUBLISHED ON THE OCCASION OE LPDR PRIME MINISTER KAYSONE'S 
MAY VISIT TO THE GDR. IN THE DECLARATION THE LAO AND EAST 
GERMANS STATED THAT "BOTH SIDES UNDERLINE THE GREAT IMPORTANCE 
OE THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT ON WEST BERLIN AND ITS CONSISTENT 
OBSERVANCE FOR THE SECURING OE PEACE AND SECURITY IN EUROPE. 

THEY CONDEMN THE ILLEGAL EFEORTS TO VIOLATE THE QUADRIPARTITE 
AGREEMENT ON WEST BERLIN TO UNDERMINE WEST BERLIN'S SPECIAL 
STATUS AND TO MISUSE THIS CITY FOR HOSTILE PURPOSES AGAINST THE 
GDR AND OTHER SOCIALIST STATES." 

5. THE DIPLOMAT EXPLAINED THAT THE WEST GERMAN EOCUS ON AID 
MATTERS IS TOWARDS AERICA AND TO A SOMEWHAT LESSER DEGREE TOWARD 
SOUTH AMERICA, LEAVING ASIA A DISTANT THIRD IN WEST GERMAN 
CONCERN. LAOS, HE SAID EURTHER, WAS ONLY IMPORTANT TO THE WEST 
GERMANS AS IT AEFECTED THE SITUATION IN "TREE" SOUTHEAST ASIA. 

6. COMMENT: IT WOULD APPEAR THAT NO EARLY DEVELOPMENT OF 
STRONGER LAO- WEST GERMAN RELATIONS IS LIKELY. 

CORCORAN 
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